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By Morton Kondracke

Sun-Times Bureau

WASHINGTON — Former CIA director
rh tard Helms old the Senate Foreign Rela-
‘tions Lommx%e
Wednesday that the
Chicago Police De-
partment was one of
the participants in
an agency training
! program for local
g liw  enforcement of-

FN

<

- ficials.
L Helms’ closed-door
' < and classilied testi-
S 3 mony conflicted with
{ . . % denials issued on

Tuesday by Chicago
_ police spokesmen.

It was not possible

to learn the extent of
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© CIA training received by Chicago police, but

another high-runking former official of the
spyoagency said in an inierview that he re-
membered some Chicago policemen aitending
training «cssmm at the CIA™s super-secret fa-
cibts @t Camp Perry. near Williamsburg,
Va., cither in Lute 1967 or early 196S.

It was unclear whether Halms and the

wther tormer CIA man, who asked 10 remain dgreament,

anonvmous, were referri mngio the same train-
lll" KOS,

tn Chicaga, patice ofhicials in a position to
“now denisd thin members of the Chicago Po-

"re .)-p artment had received CLA training,

Ve've boon ofioered (he priviteve of attend-
some CEA senunars, but welve BOVer sent
tvone.” one pohice olncial said.

Another pohice ofticial said that the CLA st
ver protided the departineat wuh the chem-
A oy e g substance thal could do-
eranne whether hunaan shin bad couve in
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contact with metal duung the 72-hour pu«od
preceding such a test.

The chemical formula was turned over to
"the department’s crime laboratory, but lab
-officiuls said thev have not de\oloped the test
turther,

The ClA dd\noulod"(d on Tuesday giving
“brictings’ “less than 507 po'mmen froem
“about a do7cn" departments “wnhm the

past two vears.’

The agency would not identity the depart-
wents and would not say whether Chicago
was one. Police in \\’nslnn"wn D.C.. its sub-
urbs of Fairtax Countv, Va., and Montgomery
County, Md.. and New York City acknowleds-
ed that their departments had participated.

The training covered organization of in-
telligence fllea. use of security devices and
procedures including detection of wiret aps,
street surveillance technigue and handling of
explosive devices.

Helms told the Scaate commitice that he °

believed police training was not forbidden by
the 1947 National See urity Act, which bars the
CLA from domestic police activities, and was
aathorized by the 1968 Ommibus Crime Con-
ol Act, which encourages federal agencies
to assist local police.

At least twor members of the committee,
chairman J. William Fulbrizht (D-Ark.) and
sen, Charles 1. Perey (R-i1,), expresse d dis-
but neither indicated
would hold up Helms' nomination 1o he am-
bassador to Iran over the matter.,

Both senators said that they believed thd
mlu e progrim had violated (he spirit 0! L

Y Law, whose mtent thes Voanterprete d m b
FOSEERT I e ameney 1o activities owtsle (i
Uodred Staies, A adde another SeRAtor g
Il i |\Y B 1 SNV L0 e an amendos [ e

into i 1993 Loy excludips e CLA froun par-

tapaing m o md w loead pr)hw

£
abwat Chicasa's un olvement, itowas e arned,
but Pevey reftised te vy 1m un uterview what

Helms® answer was. “We were in exccutive
session,” he said, “and what occurred thers
was classified.”’

Parcy did say that “after listening to -
(Helms’) tastimony, I am convinced that this
was a miniscule program, that no request
tame to the agency from any other hranch of
government launching the program, that tha
briefings und training program could he done ;
just az well by the Federal Bureau of In
vestigation and rhat then there would be no\
conflict with the *47 law and the crime bill.”

He said, “It t\ould be best for the CIA
transmit any technical information it might
postess’to the FBI, which could carry on
training programs for local police, as it does
and is su.)po;ed to do.”

Perev said, “There shouldn’t be any possi-
pitity or chance that the CIA would oet into
domestic activities” and he said that he’

“wouid tuke the police-training jssue up with

|

that he {

S

e the sonator who asked Helms |

Hels® newly confirmed suecessor, James R,

Schlesinger,

Fuibright said that Helms had portraved
the police training progeim as *‘per fe((lv le-
g,mru(e Asked il he uvnderstood that such
prograins would (onnnu“ Fubhright said,

far as I know, I guess so.*

i’?r(\ said that he thousht the ClA would
“ccase and desist” when adviae:d of the com-
mitee’s objections and that it would not bo
necessary 1o write new legislation forbidding
sueli activity,
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